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Pentecost

How do you feel when you something really good happens to you?  Like 
graduation, or getting accepted to the school you were hoping to go to, or getting 
a new job or getting engaged?  Your wedding day, the day a child or grandchild 
was born?  Many people would express their feelings by saying, “It was the best 
day or one of the best days of my life!”  Hold on to that thought, that feeling.  Try 
to bring it to your awareness as much as possible.   Because this day, Pentecost is 
the best day of our lives as Christians.  This day puts together the final piece of 
the puzzle of God’s plan for salvation and so we say that it is most important day 
for us, after Easter Sunday itself.  Here is what I mean. 

The history of God’s plan of salvation can be described as being in three stages or 
eras. The era of the revelation Father, the era of the revelation of the Son and era 
of the revelation of the Holy Spirit.  The divine persons, Father, Son and Holy are 
coeternal and do all things as one God, and yet God revealed his one nature to us 
as three persons slowly and carefully, over time in three stages.  The first stage is 
God the Father revealing himself to us from the beginning of time, When God the 
Father, from whom all things proceed, created together with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, all that exists.  The story of the first stage is found in what we call the Old 
Testament. We hear about the second stage of Gods’ revelation in the story of his 
Son.  We find the revelation of the Son in the Gospels which tell us of his life, 
death, resurrection and ascension to the right hand of the Father.  The third sage 
Begins with Pentecost, which we hear about in the Acts of Apostles.  This is the 
fulfillment of everything that God wants to reveal to us.  As great as it was to have 
Jesus, the Son of God walk on the earth, it is even better to have the Holy Spirit.  
Why? 

Think of God the Father being over us, Jesus the Son of God being with us, and 
the Holy Spirit living in us.  The late Fr. Gerry Lovett, founding pastor of St. Jude’s 
in Redmond used to say, “God is crazy in love with us!” The purpose of God’s love 
is to show us that he is over us, beside us and now, here is the crazy thing that no 
one could have guessed, he wants to be in us.  Love is about being close, about 
being intimate, and there is nothing more intimate than God’s Holy Spirit living in 
us. See why today is the best day ever?  The gift of the Holy Spirit that rushed in 
with wind and fire over the disciples is the same Holy Spirit than pours into our 



heart through the sacraments. It is the Holy Spirit that moves upon the waters of 
baptism to open for us the door to our salvation, it is the Holy Spirit that comes to 
sealed in his gifts at confirmation, it is the power of the Holy Spirit that changes 
simple gifts of bread and wind into the very body and blood of Christ.  On this day, 
Pentecost, the Church was born and we are members of the body.  Truly a living 
body of our head, Jesus Christ. Much more than just a human organization, we, 
members of the Church together, make up the Mystical Body of Christ.  This body 
has not life without the Holy Spirit, just as our bodies have no life without our 
breath.  In other words, without the life-breath of God’s love, poured upon us 
since the day of Pentecost, we as church do not exist.         

What does it mean to you and to me that God is over us, God is beside us, that 
God lives in us?  It means that in every way that we can imagine and in every way 
that we can’t even begin to imagine, God is active and alive and we are 
completely transformed by his presence.   Here is a good summary of what this 
means for us, from the message St. John Paul II made on World Youth Day in 
2002: We are not the sum of our weaknesses and failures.  We are the sum of the 
Father’s love for us and the very real possibility of becoming the image of His Son.”  
That simple message of God’s love, poured into our hearts through the gift of the 
Holy Spirit transforms us completely and has the power to change the world. So, 
let’s go do it! Let’s help other people know that they are not the sum of their 
failures, they are the sum of the Father’s love for them and for us.   Let’s let God 
use our every thought, word and action to be instruments of the Holy Spirit who 
is alive and lives in us.        
               


